
Gardening Initiatives

City of Red Deer



2009…

City garden plot    

locations

➢Parkside Gardens

➢Barrett Park Gardens

➢Red Deer College 

Gardens  

➢Cruikshank Farm 

Gardens 

Plots = 160



2026…

Currently 4 locations:

➢Michener Gardens

➢Piper Creek Gardens

➢Parkside Gardens

➢Twin Spruce Gardens 

Plots = 342 

Area = 2.14 ha



Plots

• Large – 120m2, Medium – 60m2, Small – 30m2

• Cost: L - $63, M - $45, S - $31

• Advertising

• Registration agreement/participant expectations

• City manages: 

– registration, spring tilling, surveying, fall disking, 

weed management, soil enhancement, trouble 

shooting,…







Parkside Gardens

• Initiated 2009

• Underused turf area

• Plots - 20 large / 112         

medium 

• Future expansion 



Piper Creek Gardens



Piper Creek Gardens

• Initiated in 2009

• Old farmstead - site development 

• Plots – 20 large /  57 medium 



Michener Gardens





Michener Gardens 

• Initiated in 2015

• Weed management 

• Soil haul 

• Cover crops

• Amenities

• Plots:
– 49 medium 

– 23 small 



Twin Spruce Gardens 
• Garden plots and orchard

• Site development  

• Soil and compost haul 

• Plots:

– 34 medium 

– 27 small 

• Lots of room to grow…





Soil Amendments and 

Composting 
• Elimination of turf/excavation 

• Cover crops

• In fall of 2016 all sites were amended with 

compost (5 year amendment)

• Pallet bins have been added to each site 

for excess material



2026…

• City Garden Plot 

Program
 

 

• Neighbourhood 

Community 

Gardens 



Neighbourhood

Community Gardens

• Raised beds

• City supports

• Community manages 

2025: 13 garden projects   

             





Site Criteria
– Even dispersal across city

– Convenience for gardening

– Room for expansion

– Topography

– Soil structure

– Sunlight quality

– Obstructions

– Site safety and security  

– Vehicle access

– Serenity

– Alternative land uses

– Adjacent land uses



Partnership Gardens 

• Victory Gardens (Oriole Park – Victory Church) 

• Lancaster Green Gardens

• West Park Gardens

• Downtown Community Gardens 

• Waskasoo Gardens

• Morrisroe West Gardens

• Ft Normandeau Gardens

• Sunnybrook Farm Gardens

• Riverside Meadows Community Garden 

• Bower Community Gardens

• Piper Creek Community Gardens

• Timberlands Community Gardens 

• Johnstone Community Gardens 















2026…
• City Garden Plot 

Program

 • Neighbourhood 

Community Gardens 

• Community Food 

Forests & Orchards
• Parkside Community Food Forest

• Mountview Sunnybrook Community Orchard

• Waskasoo Community Orchard

• Lancaster Green Community Orchard 

• Central Community Food Forest 

• Fort Normandeau Community Orchard

• Sunnybrook Farms Community Orchard

• Twin Spruce Community Food Forest

• Oriole Food Forest

•  KWNC Forage Garden

• Timberlands Community Orchard

• Canada 150 Food Forest 



Parkside Community Food Forest 

• Initiated in 2013

• Tree Canada: 

Edible Trees 

grant funding 

• City staff, 

Rethink Red 

volunteers and 

general public  















Moving Forward

• Plot expansion 

• Ecologically sustainable practices

– Pesticide-free gardening 

• Composting

• Water supply

• Pollinator plantings

• Permaculture 

• Landscaping with food 

• Addressing Chalanges: garden theft, illegal 

cutting, etc



I envision a day when every city and town has front 
and back yards, community gardens and growing 
spaces, nurtured into life by neighbors who are no 
longer strangers, but friends who delight in the edible 
rewards offered from a garden they discovered 
together. Imagine small strips of land between 
apartment buildings that have been turned into 
vegetable gardens, and urban orchards planted at 
schools and churches to grow food for our 
communities. The seeds of the urban farming 
movement already are growing within our reality.

- Greg Peterson -





2025 Gardener Survey Results 
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2025 Challenges
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1) What is your garden model?

e.g. individual plots and harvest, $20 annual 

fee, deer deterrents, etc  

2) Top 3 gardening successes?

*Best crops to grow in a community space  

3) Gardening challenges? 

Questions 



• Local Food Movement (Red Deer Food Map)

• Community partnerships

• Common Ground Garden Project

• Tree planting initiatives

• Pollinator Parks/projects

• Backyard Chickens

• Seed Library

Other Gardening/Green Initiatives…



Participation Guidelines 

1. Show respect for others. Everyone has wisdom.

2. Speak inclusively. 

3. The things we say or how we say things may have an 
impact on others, despite our intent. Be accountable for 
the impact of your actions and words. 

4. No fixing or shoulding on others - just be alongside one 
another.

5. Start with what is strong and not what is wrong. Offer 
ideas that you’re excited to act on.

6. There are no wrong answers or questions.

7. Each person will hear others and be heard. 



Thank you
www.reddeer.ca/gardeningopportunities 

http://www.reddeer.ca/gardeningopportunities
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